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1 . JO MARIE GRIESGRABER, REPRESENTATIVE OF THE WASHINGTON 
OFFICE FOR LATIN AMERICA (WOLA) COMPLETED A SEVEN-DAY 
VISIT TO MONTEVIDEO ON AUGUST 30. HER IMPRESSIONS, 

FOLLOWING EXTENSIVE INTERVIEWS AND MEETINGS WITH A RANGE 
OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL FIGURES, WERE BLEAK. 

2. MS. GRIESGRABER MET WITH NUMEROUS PROMINENT FIGURES 

OF THE BLANCE, COLORADO. AND CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTIES, 

THE ARCHBISHOP AND OTHER CHURCH FIGURES, ECONOMISTS, 

UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS AND STUDENTS, AS WELL AS NUMEROUS 
WIVES AND PARENTS OF PERSONS CURRENTLY IMPRISONED OR WHO 
HAVE DISAPPEARED. HER PROGRAM WAS LARGELY ARRANGED BY 
POLITICAL ALLIES OF THE FERREIRA FAMILY. 

3. THE SUM OF HER IMPRESSIONS WAS NEGATIVE. SHE FOUND 
AN "ATMOSPHERE OF FEAR", WITH PEOPLE EVERYWHERE AFRAID 
TO SPEAK OUT. SHE SAW KEY INSTITUTIONS, INCLUDING THE 
EDUCATIONAL AND JUDICIAL SYSTEMS, AS WEAK AND TWISTED IN 
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THEIR FUNCTIONS. SHE FOUND THE CHURCH DIVIDED AND OVER- 
WHELMED WITH ITS BURDEN. SHE WAS UNABLE TO UNDER- 
STAND THE RATIONALE FOR WHAT SHE SAW AS THE GOU'S "HEAVY- 
HANDED CONTROL" OF ALL WALKS OF LIFE, AND SHE WAS MOVED BY 
THE QUIET SUFFERING OF FAMILIES WHOSE MEMBERS HAVE BEEN 
LONG IMPRISONED. SHE WAS TOLD THAT DISAPPEARANCES CONTINUE 
AND WAS PROVIDED A LIST OF FIVE PERSONS WHO HAVE ALLEGEDLY 
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DISAPPEARED SINCE JUNE 14. IN SHORT, SHE LEFT WITH A BLEAK 
VIEW OF THE CURRENT SITUATION AND OF PROSPECTS FOR CHANGE 
IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. 

4. MS. GRIESGRABER APPEARED TO CONDUCT HER VISIT WITH A 
GENERALLY OPEN MIND AND A DISPOSITION TO LISTEN TO ALL POINTS 
OF VIEW. UNFORTUNATELY, SHE HAD NO CONTACTS WITH THE GOU, 
SIMPLY BECAUSE THERE IS NO APPROPRIATE OFFICE TO RECEIVE 

OR TO DIALOGUE WITH SUCH PEOPLE. 

5. MS. GRIESGRABER HAD THREE MEETINGS WITH EMBASSY'S 
POLITICAL OFFICER, INCLUDING A TWO-HOUR DEBRIEFING PRIOR 
TO DEPARTURE. AT THAT TIME, SHE PROVIDED EXTENSIVE DE- 
TAILS ON HER RANGE OF CONVERSATIONS, AND ALSO THE LIST 

OF ALLEGED DISAPPEARANCES. EMBASSY IS SEEKING INFORMATION 
REGARDING THE FATE OF THESE PERSONS, AND ALSO OF SEVERAL 
OTHERS WHOSE FAMILY MEMBERS HAVE APPROACHED US INDEPEN- 
DENTLY. 

PEZZULLO 
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